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 3 points 2 points 1 point 0 points  
Introduction 
 
 

An expertly crafted introduction 
is included that contains a hook, 
transition statement, and thesis 
statement 

An introduction that contains 
a hook, transition statement, 
and thesis statement is 
attempted.  

An introduction is missing a 
hook, transition statement, 
or thesis statement.  

Introduction is not 
included.  

Body Paragraphs 
 
 

Expertly crafted body 
paragraphs are given and 
contain a topic sentence, textual 
evidence for support, and an 
explanation of evidence. 

Body paragraphs that 
contain a topic sentence, 
textual evidence for support, 
and an explanation of 
evidence are attempted.  

Body paragraphs are 
missing a topic sentence, 
textual evidence for support, 
or an explanation of 
evidence.  

Body paragraphs 
are not included.  

Textual Evidence  
 
 

Textual evidence to strongly 
support reasons is given and an 
expertly explained.  

Textual evidence to support 
reasons is given and an 
explanation is attempted.  

Textual evidence to support 
reasons is given but not 
explained.  

Textual evidence 
is not included.  

Conclusion 
 
 

An expertly crafted conclusion is 
given and includes a 
restatement of the thesis, 
summary of ideas, possible 
counterargument, or concluding 
remark. 

A conclusion is attempted 
and includes a restatement 
of the thesis, summary of 
ideas, possible 
counterargument, or 
concluding remark.  

A conclusion is missing a 
restatement of the thesis, 
summary of ideas, possible 
counterargument, or 
concluding remark.  

A concluding 
paragraph is not 
included.  

Counter Argument  
 
 

A logical possible 
counterargument is given.  

A logical possible 
counterargument is given 
but is incomplete.  

Possible counterargument is 
given but is not logical. 

A possible counter 
argument is not 
given.  

Organization 
(Outline)  
 
 
 

The organization of the essay is 
based on the outline. The 
outline is complete and 
organized based on the thesis 
statement. (reason #1 = body 
paragraph #1, etc.)  

The organization of the 
essay is based on the 
outline. The outline is 
attempted and is somewhat 
organized based on the 
thesis statement.  

The organization of the 
essay is not based on the 
outline, but the outline is 
complete.  

An outline is not 
given.  
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