
Introduction Activity
Read the following passage: 

The teacher told the students that they were not to start testing until 
everyone received all of the testing materials. He went on to explain 

that the test booklet was to remain sealed until he had read through all 
of the directions. Immediately after receiving the test booklet, Chris 

raised his hand and asked if he could start testing. 
Use the I.C.E. strategy to answer the following question: 
◈ What can you infer about Chris? 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_______________



Characterization 

How does an author create a character? 



Characters
◈  ____________ are people, animals, or 

imaginary creatures who take part in the 
________ of the story.



Characterization

◈ _____________________ is the way 
an author reveals the traits and 
personality of the characters. 

◈ These traits can include physical 
appearance, mannerisms, 
personality traits, values, attitudes, 
state of mind, etc.; anything that 
makes a character who they are. 



The Author’s Job

◈ It is an author’s job to reveal these character 
traits to their reader.

◈There are a few ____________ that an author 
may use to ___________ details about a 

character. 



Characterization Strategies: 

1. An author can directly __________ what a 
character looks, or sounds, or acts like. 

2. An author can have a __________ make 
direct comments about a character. 



Characterization Strategies: 
1. An author can present 

______________thoughts, speech, and 
actions, which directly or indirectly reveal 
character details about _____________. 

2. An author can present ____________ 
character’s thoughts, speech, and actions, 
which directly or indirectly reveal character 
details about __________________. 



Dialogue 

◈ Characters’ speech is revealed in 
__________, written conversation 
between two or more characters. 



Characterization Strategies
Characterization strategies can be broken up into two 

categories: 

Some strategies can fall into either category depending 
on the way they are used. 

Direct 
Characterization

Indirect 
Characterization



Direct Characterization
◈ Direct characterization is when an author 

_______ the reader what a character is like. 
◈ They can use a narrator, that character, or 

another character to do this. 



Direct Characterization: 
Examples

“Bill was short and fat, and his bald spot 
was widening with every passing year.”

◈ How is the author revealing details about Bill? 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
_________



Direct Characterization: 
Examples

“‘Jane is a cruel person,’ Mary said.’”
◈ How is the author revealing details about 

Jane? 

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________



Direct Characterization: 
Examples

“I looked in the mirror and saw how dark the 
circles under my green eyes had become.”

◈ How is the author revealing details about this 
character? 

_________________________________
_________________________________
______



Indirect Characterization
◈ Indirect characterization is when the author 

___________ the audience what kind of 
person a character is through the character’s 
thoughts, words, and deeds.

◈  This requires the audience to make 
____________ about why a character would 
say or do those things.



Indirect Characterization: 
Examples

“Jim sighed as he looked at the offer of a gym membership. He 
really should join. But just thinking about it made beads of sweat 

collect at the top of his bald spot.”
◈ What can you infer about Jim? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
__________
◈ How does the author reveal this? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
__________



Indirect Characterization: 
Examples

“As Karen walked past the box labeled ‘Free Puppies,’ she sneakily glanced 
around her, then gave the box a swift kick.”

◈ What can you infer about Karen? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
__

◈ How does the author reveal this? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
__



Indirect Characterization: 
Examples

“I yawned, trying to keep my eyes open in the meeting. I 
reached for my coffee cup and was disappointed to realize it 

was empty.”
◈ What can you infer about this character? 
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
◈ How does the author reveal this? 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________


