
ARGUMENTATIVE 
WRITING



LEARNING OBJECTIVES
▪The central focus of this learning segment is to prepare to write an 
argumentative essay based on evidence from complex text.

▪Standards: 

ELAGSE8W1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Key Questions: 
KQ1. How can I identify argumentative writing? 
 
KQ2. How do I analyze the prompt for an essay? 
 
KQ3. How do I use textual evidence to support my claim?
 
KQ4. How do I identify a possible counterclaim to my argument?  
 
KQ5. How do I maintain formal style and logical organization in my writing?

KQ6. How do I plan a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented?
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WHAT IS ARGUMENTATIVE 
WRITING? 

▪Argumentative writing is writing which expresses a particular 
viewpoint or position on an issue or topic. 

▪An argument must be supported with evidence from a text or 
research. 
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ELEMENTS OF 
ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING 
▪Introduction

▪Hook, transition, and thesis statement/claim

▪Body Paragraphs
▪Reasons and evidence

▪Counterargument 

▪Conclusion 
▪Restate thesis, summary of ideas, and concluding remark

5



INTRODUCTION
▪1. Thesis Statement
▪[something] [does something] because [reason #1], [reason #2], 
and [reason #3]
▪In argumentative writing your thesis is where you state your 
claim. 
▪A claim is a statement of your position on a topic. 
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INTRODUCTION (CONTINUED)

▪2. Transition Statement
▪ Includes the main idea of your thesis and the main idea of your hook in one 
sentence that helps the two flow together. 

▪3. Hook 
▪Get your readers attention! 
▪  Use an open-ended question, figurative language, imagery, or a statistic. 
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BODY
▪Your reasons in your thesis are the topics of your 
body paragraphs. 

▪In  each body paragraph describes to the reader one 
of your reasons for believing your claim. 

▪Each reason has to be supported by textual evidence. 
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BODY
▪Each body paragraph must include: 

1. Topic Sentence
▪The topic of each paragraph is one of the reasons that 
you believe your claim. 

2. Textual Evidence 
▪What evidence for the text helped you come up with 
this reason. 
▪Use evidence based terms to introduce your evidence. 
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BODY
▪Each body paragraph must include: 

3. Explanation
▪Why does reason make you believe your claim? 
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BODY 
Example:
Students should be required to wear uniforms because 
they are less distracting than clothes students choose. 
In the essay School Uniforms: The Necessary Evil, the 
author Dr. Robin Smith stated, “95% of middle school 
students say they are distracted by other students 
clothing on a daily basis.” In school it is important that 
students are able to focus on learning, without a school 
uniform it can often be difficult for students to pay 
attention because of distracting clothing . 

Topic 
sentence 

Textual 
Evidence 

Evidence 
based term

Explanation
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COUNTERARGUMENTS
▪A writer must anticipate that some readers will not 
agree with their viewpoint. 

▪They should address counterarguments, arguments 
made to oppose the view of the author. 
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COUNTERARGUMENTS
▪A counterargument is a possible reason a reader might 
disagree with the author. 

▪Example: 
▪ Author’s claim: “Schools should require students to wear uniforms because 

students’ wouldn’t have to pick out outfits every day, no one would feel left 
out if they don’t have ‘cool’ clothes, and no one would be distracted by 
clothing.” 

▪ Possible Counterargument: “When students are allowed to chose their own 
outfits they can express their own individuality. If school require a dress 
code they take away students ability to express themselves.”
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COUNTERARGUMENTS: 
PRACTICE

▪ Identify a possible counterargument for the following claims: 

1. “Students should be allowed to bring their cell phone to 
school because they can use them to do activities in class, the 
can learn how technology can be used in academics, and 
they can call home in the case of an emergency at school.”
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COUNTERARGUMENTS: 
PRACTICE

▪ Identify a possible counterargument for the following claims: 

2. “Students should not be allowed to participate in school sports 
because sports are expensive, sports distract students from their 
school work, and sports cause to many student injuries.”
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CONCLUSIONS
1. Restate thesis 

▪ Keep the same ideas from your thesis, but say them in a different way wit 
different words. 

2. Summarize Ideas
▪ Give the reader a short recap of your body paragraphs. 
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CONCLUSIONS
3. Address possible counterargument

4. Concluding remark 
▪ Give your reader something to keep thinking about after they’ve finished 

reading your essay. 
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CONCLUSIONS EXAMPLE
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Restate the Thesis 

Summary of ideas

Possible 
Counterargument

Concluding Remark

Thesis Statement: Schools should require students to wear uniforms because students’ wouldn’t 
have to pick out outfits every day, no one would feel left out if they don’t have ‘cool’ clothes, and 
no one would be distracted by clothing.

Example: Students should not be allowed to choose their own clothing 
because students don’t need one more thing to worry about in the 
morning, some students can’t afford expensive clothes,  and students 
often choose outfits that cause other students to lose focus. If schools 
require a uniform they can cut down on distractions and create a 
better, more positive learning environment. When a uniform is 
required no students will feel left out or less “cool.” Some might say 
that school uniforms take away students ability to express 
themselves. However, at the end of the day school have to decide 
what is more important: self expression or student success? 



CONCLUSIONS: PRACTICE
▪Write a conclusion for the following claims; include all elements of a conclusion: 

1. “Students should be allowed to bring their cell phone to 
school because they can use them to do activities in class, the 
can learn how technology can be used in academics, and 
they can call home in the case of an emergency at school.”  
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CONCLUSIONS: PRACTICE
▪Write a conclusion for the following claims; include all elements of a conclusion: 

2. “Students should not be allowed to participate in school sports 
because sports are expensive, sports distract students from their 
school work, and sports cause to many student injuries.”
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